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CY` This paper will examine the role of speaker choice in aspect

(1.1 selection as illustrated by the use of the Russian paired imper-

fective verbs of motion of the type xoAmTb/HATm when used to

denote repeated motion aimed at a specific, identified goal. The

Russian verbs of motion are placed in a separate class because

they constitute an anomaly in the aspect system of the language

and therefore are of special interest to both the linguist and

the second-language intructor. They are, be definition, paired

imperfective verbs which denote movement (i.e. the physical

displacement of a person/L 'ng or object) in space. The verbs are

paired in the sense that the two members of the pair are each

formed from the same historical root and each denote the same

type, or manner, or motion (i.e. walking as opposed to running,

etc.). They are unique withing the Russian aspectual system as a

whole because they are paired imperfective verbs, whereas for

other 'paired' verbs it is normal to speak of a pair consisting

of an imperfective and perfective partner. Because the verbs of

motion stand outside the aspect system, they present difficulties

to the second-language learner and remain one of the most dif-

ficult topics for the student of Russian to master. They are also

of great interest to the lingiliat at a time when the study of

aspect is one of the foremost issues in current linguistic re-
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search.

Throughout this paper I will call one verb in the pair of

motion verbs the determinate verb, and verbs of this type will be

marked with a superscript d (e.g. HATsd ). The other verb in the

pair will be called the indeterminate verb, and will be marked

with a superscript i (e.g. xogmTbi). Unfortunately the labels

determinate and indeterminate make implications about the seman-

tics of the verbs themselves. However, these particular labels

are used here because they are those most frequently seen in the

current literature on verbs of motion. They are used here as

arbitrary labels which make no claims about the semantics of the

verbs. Two additional technical terms need to be introduced:

motion event and Figure. The term motion event will be used to

refer to the act of the physical displacement of an object or

being in space and the term Figure to refer to the object or

being which moves .
1

In Russian, indeterminate verbs are regularly used to denote

repeated motion events, i.e. motion events which occur more than

once. The literature on verbs of motion asserts that the use of.

determinate verbs to denote repeated motion events is restricted

by well-defined syntactic and semantic constraints. 2
Specifi-

cally, it is assumed that the determinate verbs are possible only

in the situation where the motion is aimed at a single specific

goal and one of the three following conditions is met: (1) the

motion event occurs within a series of other actions or events;

(2) the verb denotes a motion viewed as ongoing or in process

(this use generally depends on the occurrence of another action

or event); (3) the verb denotes the initial moment of motion,
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i.e. the moment of the Figure's departure. These three environ-

ments are illustrated below. 3
Example (1) shows a determinate

verb which denotes motion which repeatedly occurs where the

Figure departs from one starting point aad progresses towards one

goal. This motion occurs within a series of other motions or

events. The determinate exajiad is required; the indeterminate

e3Amna
i
would be unacceptable:

(1) EXMAHeBHO, BCTaBMH C nocTenm qaCOB B onHHHagnaTb,
Onbra VisaHosma Hrpana Ha pomne, Ham ecnm aino
confine, nmana aTo-HH6yAb KpacKamm. nOTOM, B nepsom
macy, oHa exana K csoell nopTHHxa E...1 OT nopTHmxm
Onbra HBaHOBHa 06MKHOBeHHO exana K KaKoft-HH6ygb
3HaKOMOR aKTpmce, VTO6M y3HaTb TeaTpanbHme HOBOCTH H
KcTaTH noxnonoTaTb HactieT 6HneTa K nepsomy
npegcTaHnemno Hosofi nbecA HJIH K 6eme4micy.

4exos, rionpmrymbH

'Every day, having gotten up around eleven o'clock,
01'ga Ivanovna played the piano or, if the sun was
shining, she would do some oil painting. Then,
between 12:00 and 1:00 she would gp to her dressmaker.
From the dressmaker's 01'ga Ivanovna usually would gc
[to see] some actress actress acquaintance to find out
the theater news or, more to the point, to see about a
ticket to the first performance of a new play.or some
benefit.'

Repetition is clearly indicated by the adverb excegmesHo 'every

day'. The determinate verb is required to signal the repeated

motion events due to the fact that the context provides a rela-

tively "tight" sequencing of events. Olga Ivanovna's day is

presented as a series of events: (1) first she would gei: up; (2)

then she would play the piano or paint; (3) then she would go to

the dressmaker's (the first goal); (4) and then she would go from

the dressmaker's to see an actress friend (the second goal). Thus
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her day consists of a rather lengthy string of events. This

context makes clear the fact that the Figure (O1'ga Ivanovna)

would go from one place directly to the next. Both instances of

the determinate verb denote motion which occurs in this ordered

sequence. This can be called (after Foley and Van Valin 1984)

overlapping sequencing: the second event begins immediately upon

termination of the first. The determinate verb is required to

signal that, first of all, the actions proceed in precisely this

order and, second, to indicate that 01'ga Ivanovna arrives at

each individual goal.

Example (2) illustrates the second use of a determinate verb

to signal repeated motion events, that is, when the motion events

are presented as ongoing or in progress:

(:) Kaxgoe y'rpo, Korga m mend ma KaTep H npoxogmn
sopoTa, memm mcerga ocTamamammana cTapyxa cTopow:

--A, 3TO TV, 6aTi0unca?

Caxapmom, Tpenamronomm

'Every morning as I was walkinr; to the cutter and
passing the gates, the old lady watchman would always
stop me:

--Hey, is that you, young fellow?'

iIn (2), the motion denoted by the determinate men
d

is interrupted

every morning while in process, while the Figure is on his way to

the cutter; the motion is presented as a durative process. As in

example (1), an indeterminate verb would be unacceptable in this

context.

Determinate verbs may also be used to denote repeated motion

events when they signal the intial moment of departure. This is

illustrated in example (3). Here, every day Poliksena and the

Figure take a break at 2:00 and the Figure sets off for the



buffet:

(3) Mai HaMHHanil 1141CaTb B AsesaguaTb qacos, a s gsa
maca nposcxomin nepepms. rionsiccesa yxorna K ce6e,
MTO6M HaBBCTHTb csoe X03RACTBO, a SI men B maAsmit 6yoDeT.

ByJIraKoB, TeaTpazblimg pomas

'We would begin writing at twelve o'clock, and at
two there would be a break. Poliksena would go
home to put here housekeeping in order, and I would
set off for the tea buffet.'

In this excerpt the narrator describes his daily routing

while working on a manuscript. The fact of repetition is under-

lined by the use of the imperfective verbs samssans 'begin' and

nposcxogsn 'take place'. Actually, two things are going on in

this example: the determinate men the initial moment of departure

when the Figure sets off for the buffet and, also, the motion

event occurs within a series of events: at noon Poliksena and the

Figure start working and then at 2:00 they take a break. All

native speakers questioned strongly preferred the determinate

mend over the corresponding indeterminate verb of motion.

When none of the above three conditions is met, there is a

strong tendency for indeterminate verbs to be used to express

repeated motion. But this is a tendency, and not an absolute

rule. In certain environments, there seems to be little agreement

among speakers as to what verb is acceptable or preferred. It is

not that case t:lat the majority of speakers, or even 50% of the

speakers, find both verbs equally acceptable. I would now like to

briefly discuss some sample texts in order to illustrate some of

the problems, and to determine the fa,Jtors involved in verb

selection.

The examples in this section were all tested with eight



native speakers of Russian. The speakers were given typed copies

of the examples where both the indeterminate and the determinate

verbs of motion were supplied in that order. They were asked to

choose which verb was acceptable in the given context or, if both

verbs were acceptable, to rank their acceptability. The verb

which appeared in the original text is underlined here, but it

was in no way marked in the survey submitted to Cie speakers, nor

were the speakers told the sources of the examples. The results

of this survey are summarized in chart-form alongside each ex-

ample. The following notation is used to indicate speaker

preferance:

d = determinate verb of motion

i = indeterminate verb of motion

= preferred/most frequent

? = marginal/infrequent

= unacceptable

All the texts show repeated motion aimed at a single, iden-

tified goal which is explicitly given in the text. There is one

partial exception to this, example (13). Yet although no gcal is

stated in (13), the motion events denote by both the indeter-

minate neTana i
and the determinate aeTeamd are directed towards a

goal. The story makes clear the fact that Sergeev and his wife

are private citizens who, when they fly, fly somewhere on business

or for a vacation. In testing these examples, it became clear

that for some speakers the fact of repetition is an overriding

concern and mandates the selection of an indeterminate verb.

These speakers would admit a determinate verb only if there were
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a number of factors supporting its selection. The factors which

are involved in selection are as follows:

I. Quantifiers. In addition to repetition, the presence of

quantifiers in the text strongly favors an indeterminate verb.

Numerical quantifiers, like gsaxcgm B rog 'two times a year' in

(4), make the indeterminate virtually required: only one speaker

considered the indeterminate and the determinate equally accept-

able. All other speakers strongly preferred the indeterminate

e3gHa .

(4) HosmA 3mHp nocTasun BO scex cenemmx OTpRAM
CTpdAHHKOB H npma3aa mulTeaRm 6ecnaaTHo KOpMMTb
HX, 3an0mma MHOAeCTBO HOBIZX memeTeR H apHica3an
ACHTe.TIRM gocTpaHsaTb HX,--OH 6mn omen', Ha6o)KeH,
HosmA 3mHp, H ABWKAM B 06913aTeMbH0
(esgma/exaa) Ha noKaoHeHHe npaxy cssureilmero H
HecpasHeHHoro meixa BorasgHHa, rpo6HHua KoToporo
BMCHMaCb 6M03 ByXapH.

+d +d +d +i +i
*i ?i +i ?d *d

- 1 2 5

COJIOBbeB, 110BeCTb 0 Xogxe HacpegHHHe

'The new emir stationed detachments of guards
in all the settlements and ordered the populace
to feed them without pay, he laid the foundation
for a multitude of mosques and ordered the
populace to finish building them, -- he was very
pious, the new emir, and two times a year he
would go to worship the ashes of the most holy
and incomparable sheikh Bogaedina, whose grave
stood high near Buxara.'

Here five of the speakers questioned found only the indeterminate

acceptable, and two strongly preferred the indeterminate, finding

the determinate only marginally acceptable. On'y one speaker

found both verbs equally acceptable.

In example (5) with the numerical quantifier TpH pa3a s

Hegeam 'three times a week' there is also a general preferance



for the indeterminate, and three speakers consider it to be the

only acceptable verb. However, this preferance is not so strong

as in (4):

+d +d +d +i +i
*i ?i ?d *d

(5) Tpm pa3a s megenm MapHH (xogmna /num d)
B - 2 2 1 3

cneumansmo 3T0r0 HaHRTUA TyMaHSHOM gommK Ha
oxpamme ropoga 3a csoeA mepoA 3ano3ganon cTaptiecKoA
CTpaCTH.

MaKCHMOB, KaPaHTHH

'Three times a week Marija would go to a house on
the edge of town which Tumanjan had rented especiallyfor this her own measure of belated senile passion.'

With this example, two speakers preferred the determinate,

and two found both equally acceptable, but note that no one

found only the determinate acceptable. It seems that the

presence of the phrase 3a csoeft mepoA 3ano3 anoA cTapttecKoA

cTpacTm 'for her own measure of belated senile passion'

prefers a determinate verb of motion (see section III

below). Thus this phrase conflicts with the numerical quan-

tifier Tpm pa3a s megenw 'three times a week' which would

mandate selection of an indeterminate verb. Therefore the

preferance for an indeterminate verb is not so strong in

example (5) as in example (4).

Other adverbial quantifiers, such as scent a 'always'

and nocTommmo 'constantly' also strongly favor le indeter-

minate. In example (6), not only the adverb scerga, but also

the surrounding context support the idea of repetition. Here

the author talks about what animals do every year, how they

visit the same water hole, from year to year go along the

h:- A. 1/4''.....Z : r It."'+ is r'rr.r'rl.
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same paths:

(6) 1...1 se,[;, 3TO TOAbK0 Ha nepaug aarnHg nepememeHHa
ACHBOTHMX KazyTcs fiecnopagommamm, a Ha camom gene BM
o'IeHb clicopo ySemcgaeTecb, 'ITO y 60ablEHHCTBB H3 HHX
npoglio yKopekumaxecm npnBbz'4K0: OHH amerga nreigamesOAHH H TOT we sogonok, H3 roga B ro (xogsms /HgyT )no OAHHM H Tem we TponaM, Hanpaansmcb Tyga, rge
cefimac o6H.Tule MUM, H noicHgam 3TH mecTa, Katc TOabK0
ace #55/geT cbegeHo 1...1

AKHMyMLHH, Mop ACHBOTHMX

'1...1 but it's only at first glance that the
travels of animals seem disorderly, and in fact you
are very soon convinced that the majority of them
have firmly implanted habits: they always visit one
and the same watering place, from year to year they
go along the same paths, heading where there is
now an abundance of food, and abandoning those places
as soon as everything is eaten up 1...1'

+d +d +d +i +i
*i ?i +i ?d *d

1 2 1 1 3

For three speakers only the indeterminate was acceptable and for

one it was strongly preferred. At the same time, for two speakers

the determinate was strongly preferred and for one the only

acceptable verb. Thus the determinate verb is also possible in

this context, and those speakers who preferred it seem to be

emphasizing that the motion (repeatedly) proceeds along the same

paths (no ogimm H Tem we TponaM). But a determinate verb would

change the overall theme of this excerpt, where the author's

purpose is to discuss the habitual repetition of the animals'

movement. When the repetition itself is emphasized, the indeter-

minate is preferred to show that emphasis. The determinate verb

in this context would place emphasis on the path of the motion

event.

II. Sequencing. A second factor involved in selection is

sequencing. The importance of overlapping sequencing was il-
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lustrated in example (1). Where there is non-overlapping sequenc-

ing, that is, where the events do not immediately folios. one

another, or where the sequencing is not necessarily overlapping,

some speakers prefer the indeterminate verb, some the determinate

verb. This is shown in example (7):

+d +d +d +i +i
*I ?i +i ?d *d

(7) ExcegHemo OT 9 %MOOS go nonygHH OH npiumman
4 1 2 1 16ontaugx H saintyancH 4 ce1551 HanaTe, a nocne

nonymm (e3gHn /exan ) Ha KoHice s gpyrym 6onbHmly,
rge scicpusan ymeplamx 6onbiatx.

Mexos, llonpurylisT

'Every day from 9:00 to noon he would receive patients
and work in his ward, then after noon he would go by
(horse-)carriage to the other hospital where he would do
biopsies on patients who had died.'

Notice that there is a shift from a general preferance for the

indeterminate in examples (4), (5) and (6) towards a preferance

for the determinate in (7), where four speakers find only the

determinate verb acceptable, and one strongly prefers it over the

indeterminate. Here the Figure works every morning in one hospi-

tal and then after noon goes to the other. The sequencing of

events is not necessarily overlapping, and the one speaker who

preferred the indeterminate offered that the Figure probably

would go home for lunch before going on to the second hospital.

This suggests that, when asked to select a verb, the speakers are

attempting to contextualize this excerpt. These same eight

speakers accepted only the determinate verb for example (1) where

the context explicitly includes enough information for verbal

selection, so much information that speakers are not free to add

their own interpretaiton. In contrast, in example (7) knowledge



of the real world plays a role in interpreting the semantics of

the sequencing. Although the doctcr clearly works first in his

ward and then goes to the hospital, there is no reason to assume

that there are no intervening events. In fact., given that the

first event ends at noon and the second begins at some time after

noon, the existence of an intervening events is likely: this is

the appropriate time of day for a lunch break. Thus the sequenc-

ing of events in example (7) can be construed as non-overlapping

and the indeterminate verb is admissable.

The importance of sequencing is also illustrated in example

(8). In the first clause, the speaker talks about motion from any

point in the city to the metro stop. In the second clause of (8),

the specific path of the motion event from one starting point to

one endpoint is given. Here the sequencing is clearly overlapping

(the second motion event begins immediately after the fir-A), and

the determinate enem is preferred. Note that this factor Alone

is sufficient to change the acceptability of the determinate for

one speaker, who finds only the indeterminate acceptable in the

first clause where the initial point of the motion event is not

given.

(8) (Mia c gpyrom mam OT npegnocaegHeA CTaHlAHH meTpo
+d +d +a +i +iK HeMY AOMOH. OH mile pylcoft noica3usaeT gpYrYw ?i +1 ?d *dcTatigHE (nocnegmom) H rosopHTO

-- Mu of5umHo (esgmmiegem) go Toff CTaligHH, 2

3
1

2
4
3

- 1

- -
go nocnegHeit, H oTTyga (xoglimhigem) neuncom.

[personal conversation)

'(A friend and I were walking from the next-to-
last metro station to his home. He indicated
another station, the last one, with his hand,
alid said:
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-- We usually go to that Station, to the
last one, and from there go on foot.'

It seems that the number of sequenced events is also relevant:

(7) and (8) are two-event chains, and the indeterminate is more

acceptable than in (1), a five-event chain.

III. Progressive meaning with explicit reference to emo-

tional state. The expression of progressive meaning with explicit

reference to the emotional state of the Figure during the motion

event favors the determinate verb of motion. This is clearly

related to the use of determinate verbs to denote repeated motion

events viewed as ongoing or in process with relation to another

event, as seen in the discussion of example (2). In example (5)

above a similar reference to emotional state (3a csoeft mepou

sanosganoii cTpacTH 'for here own measure of belated senile

passion') accounts for the fact that the determinate is more

likely here than in (4). Explicit reference to the emotional

state of the Figure is seen in example (9) with the phrase c

ygosonbcTsHem 'with pleasure':

+d 'd +d +i +i
*i ?i +i ?d *d

(9) 0Ha sHtna, no mom! rum c ygosonbcTsHem
(xoAT /HgyT ) s marasHH. Ba6m co6HpanHcb Rake 2 1 2 - 3

Torga, xorga HM Hilmero He Hago 6mno xynHTb.

PacnyTHH, LeHbrH gas( MapHH

'She knew that with her [running the store), people
came to the store with pleasure. The old women
gathered even when they didn't need to buy anything.'

Hwever, it is not the case that reference to emotional state of

the Figure mandates use of the determinate verb. For example (9),

speaker preferance is fairly evenly split between the indeter-

minate and the determinate verbs: three speakers find only the

-12-
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indeterminate acceptable and two only the determinate, while two

find either verb equally acceptable. This would suggest that not

all speakers are sensitive to this particular factor. Example

(10) offers strong evidence in support of this hypothesis:

+d +d +d +i +i(10) Mara3ss Mnsgeas st ssaa vice AaBno, TaK KaK oTeg *1 ?i +1 ?d *d
vacTo nocmaaa mess Tygai3a 6ymaroil, a TeTica 3a
MNMOM. scerga (6eraa /6emaa ) c pagocTlimm 4 - 4
am6onwrcTsom, wroft noam6osaTbcs Ha sucTasaennme
B ox.ne xrpymicm.

npyc, KyKaa

'I have known Mincel's store for a long time as my
father often sent me there for paper, and my aunt for
soap. I always ran (there) wit' Jyful curiosity
so as to feast my eyes upon the toys displayed in the
window.'

For this example, four speakers found only the determinate ac-

ceptable, and four only the indeterminate. In this text there is

explicit reference to the Figure's emotional state while he is on

his way to the store, namely: c pa,govnimm 311060HMTCTBOM 'with

joyful curiosity'. Since four speakers found the determinate to

be the only possible choice for this example, it can be concluded

that for these speakers this progressive meaning is crucial. But

four speakers found only the indeterminate possible for this same

text, and so it would seem that for them this progressive meaning

is irrelevant. Clearly some speakers are reacting to some factor

in the text which is insignificant for the other speakers.

Example (11) also illustrates explicit reference to the

emotional state of the Figure with the phrase nexoTs, 6es

ygosoabcTinis 'unwillingly, without pleasure':

-13-



+d +d +d +i +i
(11) MaMa 6wia OTCMAB, H3 3T0r0 noceaxa, smpocaa TyT, ?i

a nana ropogcxofi, HO nmeHHoioH nocAoHHHo TmHym ee
cmga, a mama ecax H (e3gHaa /exama ), Tax HexoTm, 2 2 1 2 1

6e3 YgOBOMI,CTBHR, AHMb 6m He o6HgeTb 6a6ymxy.

PaCHyTHH, BeK *MPH - sex Jno6H

'Mama was from here, from this village, she grew
up here, and papa was from the city, but he was the
one who constantly dragged her here, and mama, even if
she went, did so unwillingly, without any pleasure,
just so as not to offend grandma.'

The indeterminate is less acceptable in (11) than in (9) because

in this text there are a number of factors which favor selection

of the determinate. Not only is there explicit reference to the

emotional state of the Figure, but the verb can be understood as

signaling the initial moment of the motion event. And finally,

ecall H 'even if', has a singularizing effect. This may also favor

the determinate, as will be discussed in section IV.

IV. Sinqularization. Another factor which favors the deter-

minate is the presence of singularizing elements in the text,

such as BCRKHA pa3 'each time' in example (12):

+d +d +d +i +i
*i ?i +i ?d *d

(12) PeBH3H10 CHB Ha1/2:aa npocHTb eme c meTa H BCRKHA
pa3, npHe3xasi 3a Tosapamm, (xogHaa/mna) B xoHTopy 1 4 - 1 2

H cnpamHsama, xorga K Heil npHmmT pesH3opa.

PacnyTHH, geHbrit gast Marmul

'She hid begun asking for an audit way back in the
summer and every time she came for goods, she would
go to the office and ask when they would send an
auditor to her.'

Here the motion event is singularized, where one motion is

presented as typical of many. The determinate is preferred by

five speakers, due to a combination this singularizing effect

of the phrase scniudi 02 'each time' along with the semantic

-14-



sense of sequenced events (first the Figure arrive, then she goes

to the office, and then she asks about an audit).

The role of the conditional in singularization is also seen

in (13), in the second instance of a verb of motion after ecnH

'if'. As mentioned above, example (13) is the sole example here

which does not have an explicit goal in the text, although the

context of the story makes it clear that the motion is aimed at

some goal. However, a potentially crucial difference between this

example and the others is that here there is no single specific

goal. In (13a) the motion is simply presented as repeated and the

indeterminate may be used generically. Then there is a switch to

a singularized motion event, indicated by ecnil 'if' in (13b):

+d +d +d +i +i

(13a) He6o 6yno Kyga aageAcHee sewn'. Ho Korga AceRa *i ?i +i ?d *d

(neTana / neTena ) 6e3 Hero, CepreeB HcnbiTusan 1 1 2 1 3
cTpax. ga H He npocTo cTpax, a KBKOn-TO wanlanl

ymcac.

(13b) EcnH oHH (neTanH/neTenm) smecTe, 4 3 1 - -

OH 6wi TBK Ace cnoKoeH, KW( H BO spemA CO6CTBBHHHX--
6e3 Hee--sosgymmix nyTemecTsHR. Ho AaAce cammil
KopoTKHR ee noneT E. . .1 nosepran ero B nammy
csoen KOpOTKOCTEJO.

HarH6HH, MsirKasi nocalwa

'The sky was much more reliable than the earth. But
when his wife flew without him, Sergeev experienced
fear. And not just fear, but some kind of pitiful
old-lady terror.
If they were flying together, he as just as calm as

during his own (without her) air tript.:. But even her
shortest flight would throw him into panic precisely
because of its shortness.'

For (12a), for three of the speakers found only the indeterminate

verb was acceptable and for one it was strongly preferred. This

is in opposition to (12b), where the determinate was the only

acceptable verb for four Df the speakers, and highly preferred by



three others. When ecam 'if' was replaced by Korga 'when',

speakers found the indeterminate more acceptable, thereby sup-

porting the hypothesis that it is the word ecaff which favors the

determinate in th5.s text.

V. Summary and Conclusions.

The factors involved in selection of an idneterminate or

determinate verb to denote repeated motion events aimed at one

specific goal can be summarized as follows:

1. Quantifiers. Numerical quantifiers (such as 'two times a

year' and adverbial quantifiers (such as 'alwars', 'often') favor

an indeterminate verb.

2. Sequencing. When the motion event occurs in a chain of

events in overlapping sequencing, the determinate verb is

favored. When the sequencing of event is non-overlapping, either

the indeterminate or the determinate may be used, depending upon

other factors in the text.

3. Singularization. The presence of singularizing elements

(such as 'each time') in the text favors selection of a deter-

minate verb.

4. Progressive meaning with explicit reference to emotional

state. For some speakers the use of a progressive meaning with

explicit reference to emotional state favors the determinate

verb. As seen in the discussion of example (10), this factor is

sot relevant for all speakers.

The preceding discussion leads to two conclusions. First, it

should be noted that the fact that determinate verbs are sensi-

tive to the semantic/Lyntactic factors of overlapping/non-

overlapping sequencing, processual meaning, and singularization



is entirely predicatable given the relationship of these verbs to

the temporal parameter. Determinate verbs of motion often specify

the time point or period during which a motion event occurs, and

use of determinate verbs is very much dependent on a combination

of spatial and temporal configurations.

And second, the data here indicate that speaker chocie plays

an important role in verb selection. Moreover, there is evidence

that speaker choice is a more complicated issue than is normally

presented. Forsyth asserts that a speaker's decision to exp:ess

an action perfectively is based on a "subjective assessment of

the semantic-syntactical value to be given to the expression of

the action in a given context, the 'choice' being governed by

considerations of syntax, emphasis and emotional expression"

(Forsyth 1970:357). But my data indicate that, for verbs of

motion at least, there is a great deal of variation among in-

dividual speakers as to what factors are relevant in verb selec-

tion. For none of the examples (4) - (13) do even half the native

speakers questioned find both verbs equally grammatical. Speaker

choice seems to be in part determined by an assessment of which

factors are relevant for which verbs regardless of context.



Notes

* Research for this paper was funded by grants from the Interna-
tional Research and Exchanges Board and from the Fulbright-Hays
Foundation, and I am extremely grateful for their support. This
paper was first presented at the 1985 annual meeting of AATSEEL
in Chicago.

1. The terms motion event and Figure are adapted from Leonard
Talmy's work on motion verbs. See Talmy 1975 and Talmy 1986.

2. See, for example, Bitextina, Murav'eva and Judina 1972. It
should also be noted that Foote 1967 presents a somewhat
different treatment of the use of indeterminate and deter-
minate verbs to signal repeated motion events. He argues that
the indeterminate presents a complex or collective view of
the motion, and the determinate a simple or singulative view
(see Foote 1967:16). However, Foote's hypothesis cannot
accourt for the data which will be presented here.

3. All literary examples in this paper were tested with eight
native speakers of Russian, all native Muscovites who are
currently living in Moscow. None of the speakers teach Rus-
sian.
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